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check while the relieving column filed past. On the
10th Lawrence arranged with the Nawab and his allies
to attack the French camp, but natives, ready and
resolute as they appear to be in council, are slow and
dilatory in execution. They are tied down by fasts and
feasts, by lucky and unlucky days, and the opportunity is
lost before they are ready to attack. Such was the case
in this instance. Law became aware of the design, and
on the 14th, without having been defeated in the field,
and in spite of the protests of Ohunda Sahib, he burned
his stores and withdrew to Seringham. He committed
the fatal mistake of massing his troops on an island, in
the presence of a force strong enough to operate on both
sides of the river. Lawrence, an experienced soldier,
well tried in many a hard fight, was not the man to
allow such a blunder to remain unpunished. On the
17th he ordered Olive with a picked body of troops to
cross the river and take up a position that would enable
him to intercept all supplies sent from Pondicherry.
The selection of Olive, who was the junior captain with
the force, for this service led to a remonstrance on the
part of his seniors, but the question was soon settled by
the refusal of the Mahrattas and native allies to serve
under any other leader. The detachment crossed the two
rivers before daylight and occupied the two pagodas and
village of Samiaveram, ten miles from Seringham, on the
high road to Pondicherry.
On the 19th Lawrence visited Olive to concert
further measures, and arrangements were then made
to attack the fortified pagoda of Pitchanda, which
protected the passage of the river opposite Seringham.
The fort of Lalgudi, in which grain for ten thousand